


What You Can Do 

Learn how to identify Grass Carp! 

Familiarize yourself with some of the features of Grass Carp and the other Asian Carp species, and learn how to tell 

them apart from the native fishes they resemble. 

Report them! 

If you think you've caught, or seen, any type of Asian Carp: 

1. Take a picture of the fish as soon as you can.

2. If possible, put the dead fish on ice, do not freeze, and wrap the head in a paper towel (keep head out of ice).

3. Contact the Invading Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 OR www.eddmaps.org/ontario.

GRASS CARP 

No barbels 

COMMON CARP 

Upper lip protrudes over 
bottom lip 
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Mouth barbels 

WHITE SUCKER 

Downward-pointing, 
sucker-like mouth 

Dark-edged scales 
appear as a "crosshatch" 
pattern 

Round torpedo-shaped body 

Dark spot behind the 
gills (can be faint) 

GIZZARD SHAD 

GOLDFISH 

Illustrations credit to: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), Bureau of 
Fisheries, Albany, NY: Fish illustrations (with the exception of the Common Carp) 

last ray on fin is 
elongated 

Deep keel-shaped 
body 

First spine on the dorsal and 
anal fins is large and stiff 

You can count 26-32 scales 
across the lateral line of the fish 
(grass carp have more). 
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